
PROHIBITED
MATERIALS INCLUDE:
§ Tires
§ Plastic
§ Drywall
§ Demolition waste
§ Construction waste
§ Domestic waste
§ Paint & paint products
§ Treated lumber
§ Asphalt
§ Asphalt products
§ Rubber
§ Fuel & lubricant

containers
§ Biomedical waste
§ Tar paper
§ Railway ties
§ Manure
For further information
on disposal options for
these materials, contact
the BC Recycling Hotline
1-800-667-4321, or in
Greater Vancouver,
732-9253

Do you plan to burn agricultural crop residues?
(leaves, foliage, weeds, crops or stubble)

Do you plan to burn backyard garden vegetation?

§ You DO NOT
need to contact
Ministry of
Water, Land and
Air Protection but
you MAY need:

§ a Fire Safety
Burning Permit
from your local
Fire Department
or a Min. of
Forests Burn
Reference #
available at
1-888-797-1717

§ Ensure you are
complying with
any applicable
local, regional
district or other
bylaws.

Before burning, you MUST ensure that atmospheric conditions (venting) are appropriate for
smoke dispersal and that a temporary burning ban has not been imposed by the Regional

Waste Manager. The Venting Index and burn ban information is available at 1-604-582-5338
(weekdays) and Venting Index is available at 1-900-565-5000 (weekends).
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Before you burn debris…
check your options:
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Do you plan to burn prohibited materials?

Do you plan to burn only vegetative debris such as:
trees, shrubs, stumps, roots, branches and grass?

Do you plan to burn the debris on the site
from which it was gathered?

Do you plan to burn within 100 metres of a neighbouring
residence or business?

Do you plan to burn within 500 metres of a school in
session, hospital or extended health care facility?

If you plan to burn near an airport or highway you must employ techniques
that ensure that visibility will not be significantly reduced.

Contact your nearest
Regional Office of
Water, Land and Air
Protection to apply for
a Permit or an
Approval1.
§ A non-refundable

application fee will
be charged.

§ The granting of an
Approval or issuing
of a Permit will be
at the discretion of
the Regional Waste
Manager.

1 The Greater
Vancouver
Regional
District is the
agency that
gives such
approvals
within its
boundaries.

• Fraser Valley
Regional
District

• District of
Sechelt

• All cities,
towns and
villages.

Category A
§ Maximum burning time of

72 hours.
§ 15 day period between burns

on the same parcel of land.
§ Maximum of 4 burns per

year on the same parcel of
land.

All areas
not
covered
by
category
A.

Category B
§ Maximum burning time of

96 hours.
§ Any debris that is still

burning after 96 hours can
be used to ignite new piles
of debris BUT they will be
considered as new burns.

Determine your area category.

Before you light a fire to burn debris, ensure that you have Reduced,
Reused and Recycled as much of the material as possible.



FOR A COPY OF THE OPEN BURNING SMOKE CONTROL
REGULATION OR FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT

THE MINISTRY OF WATER, LAND AND AIR PROTECTION
LOWER MAINLAND REGIONAL OFFICE

Within the Greater Vancouver Regional District, contact the Air Quality & Source Control Department

Lower Mainland Region
10470-152nd Street
Surrey, BC
V3R 0Y3
Phone: (604) 582-5200
Fax: (604) 930-7119
Venting Index “Hotline”: (604) 582-5338

Greater Vancouver Regional District
(GVRD)

Air Quality Department
4330 Kingsway

Burnaby, BC
V5H 4G8

Phone: (604) 436-6700
Fax: (604) 436-6707

The information can also be accessed online.  A Guide to the Open Burning Smoke
Control Regulation can be found at:
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bruces
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Venting Index Website:  http://www.weatheroffice.pyr.ec.gc.ca/wxhealth/smoke/default_e.html

bruces
Text Box
http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/air/particulates/agttobsc.html

bruces
Text Box
The complete Open Burning Smoke Control Regulations can be found at:  http://www.qp.gov.bc.ca/statreg/reg/E/EnvMgmt/145_93.htm




